
 

Resistance Resolution 
 
Whereas the Trump Administration and the Republican Congress are advancing 
policies that undermine our Constitution, our democratic government, our civil 
liberties and our right to live in a free, fair nation with equal opportunity to 
participate, express our views and feel safe; 
 
Whereas, the Trump Administration and the Republican Congress are taking 
unprecedented action to benefit the rich at the expense of the rest of our country 
and further enrich their private and donor interests; 
 
Whereas these actions and the normalization of their efforts will undermine and 
threaten our democracy; 
 
It is hereby resolved that the Newton Democratic City Committee: 

● Urges our elected representatives to call for a full and independent 
investigation of political and business activities that may have violated the 
U.S. Constitution and Federal Law. 

● Urges citizens to contact their elected officials and to write letters to the 
editor and to communicate on social media in support of this resolution. 

 
We appreciate the strong leadership shown by those who represent Newton in 
protecting Massachusetts’s values and to strengthen our party message before the 2018 
elections we urge them, and thank them where they have already done so, to: 
 

1. Do everything in their power to prevent the confirmation of federal judges 
who fail to demonstrate absolute commitment to the provisions of the Bill of 
Rights, particularly of equal protection, due process, the requirements 
governing warrants, the separation of church and state, reproductive rights 
and environmental protection. 
 

2. A. Co-sponsor Medicare-For-All legislation in Congress (HR 676 by Rep. 
Conyers and forthcoming Senate legislation) in order to move the debate 
away from Republican repeal proposals and back in the direction of further 
extending health care access beyond the Affordable Care Act.  1

B. Oppose all conservative efforts to repeal or replace the Affordable Care 

1 The NDCC also endorses Rep. Kennedy’s H.Res.154 - Of inquiry requesting […] 
information […] relating to plans to repeal or replace the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act and […] the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010. 
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Act, which has provided health insurance to over 20 million new enrollees, 
and vigorously remind all that the Republican proposal will lead to more than 
24 million people losing coverage while providing a 600-billion dollar tax cut 
to the super wealthy. Support legislation to expand the breadth and quality of 
health insurance coverage and to control costs for customers. 
 

3. Co-sponsor legislation to make unionization and collective bargaining easier, 
such as Sen. Ted Kennedy’s “card check” legislation proposed in 2009,  as a 2

response to so-called "Right to Work" legislation from Republicans. Combat 
(1) union-busting legislation and regulation and (2) evisceration of consumer 
protection laws and regulations, worker safety rules and OSHA protections; 
 

4. Co-sponsor legislation to protect the right of the people to peaceably 
assemble and stage protests, in light of state efforts to make protesting 
illegal, particularly on issues of racial justice and indigenous rights. 
 

5. Co-sponsor the $15 hourly federal minimum wage bill because it has been a 
decade since the last federal minimum wage law was passed and the real 
value of the minimum wage has declined for many decades. 
 

6. Co-sponsor or introduce a modernized version of the Voting Rights Act that 
meets constitutional requirements and is not geographically focused, since 
abuses to voter access have spread beyond the original territory of the VRA. 
 

7. Support new, secure, verifiable voting machines around the country with a 
legally required paper trail.  Co-sponsor legislation to adopt same-day voter 3

registration nationally,  to strengthen federal early voting,  and to establish 4 5

weekend federal elections.  6

 
8. Oppose any infrastructure proposal that relies primarily upon tax credits to 

2 (Then S.560/H.R.1409, which was co-sponsored by Markey – no current version yet) 
3 H.R.1907 - Election Infrastructure and Security Promotion Act of 2017 (Rep. Johnson, 
Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4]) 
4 S.360/H.R.1044 - Same Day Registration Act (Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN]/Rep. 
Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5]) 
5 H.R.787 - Streamlined and Improved Methods at Polling Locations and Early (SIMPLE) 
Voting Act of 2017 (Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]) 
6 H.R.1094 – Weekend Voting Act (Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-25]) [Rep. 
Kennedy is already co-sponsoring this bill.] 
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the private sector and instead co-sponsor legislation for direct federal 
spending on, and loans toward, infrastructure upgrades.  7

 
9. Co-sponsor legislation to prevent offshore tax avoidance  by individuals and 8

corporations whose real residences or operations are located within the 
United States and who make use of the U.S. legal and banking system to 
generate their wealth; co-sponsor the reinstatement of Glass-Steagall.  9

 
10.Co-sponsor legislation to fund a return to a zero-tuition public university 

option in the states, open to all residents, and introduce legislation to provide 
student debt relief to Americans of all ages.  10

 
11.Co-sponsor legislation to protect our nation’s natural resources and put a 

responsible price on carbon emissions. 
 

12.Co-sponsor legislation for federal paid family and medical leave of at least 12 
weeks  and legislation to repeal the Hyde Amendment  while opposing any 11 12

legislation or proposed constitutional amendment limiting access to abortion 
and contraceptives.  13

 

7 Sen. Schumer’s “Blueprint to Rebuild America’s Infrastructure” & H.R.547 - National 
Infrastructure Development Bank Act of 2017 (Rep. DeLauro, Rosa L. [D-CT-3]). 
8 S.851/H.R. 1932 - Stop Tax Haven Abuse Act (Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI]/ Rep. 
Doggett, Lloyd [D-TX-35]) 
9 S.881 - 21st Century Glass-Steagall Act of 2017 (Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA]) or 
H.R.790 - Return to Prudent Banking Act of 2017 (Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9]) 
10 For this Congress, the NDCC endorses S.806/H.R.1880 - College for All Act of 2017 
(Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT]/ Rep. Jayapal, Pramila [D-WA-7]) with the necessary 
revenues to be raised via the Inclusive Prosperity Act of 2017; while encouraging future 
bills to exclude the means-testing. [Sen. Warren has co-sponsored the College for All 
Act of 2017.] 
11 S.337/H.R.947 – FAMILY Act (Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY]/ Rep. DeLauro, Rosa 
L. [D-CT-3]) [Our full delegation is already co-sponsoring this bill and has also 
co-sponsored the Healthy Families Act regarding paid sick time.] 
12 H.R.771 - Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in Health Insurance (EACH Woman) Act 
of 2017 (Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13]) [Rep. Kennedy is already co-sponsoring this 
bill.] 
13 Our full delegation has also co-sponsored the Women's Health Protection Act of 2017, 
which the NDCC endorses. 
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13.Co-sponsor campaign finance reforms.   14 15

 
The Newton Democratic City Committee is proud of its elected representatives and is 
here to support them as they fight to defend our democracy. 

14 H.R.1134 - DISCLOSE 2017 Act (Rep. Cicilline, David N. [D-RI-1]) 
15 H.R.1439 - Keeping Our Campaigns Honest Act of 2017 (Rep. Lujan, Ben Ray 
[D-NM-3]) 
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